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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent temn adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on 12 January 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) \3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-33 and 36-49 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-33 and 36-49 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Claims 34-35 have been cancelled. The active claims are 1-33 and 36-49. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Scope of the claims is not clear. The terminologies used in the claims are so 
broad that it is not clear how exactly data of the two computers or other computers are 
synchronized. Applicants are requested to correspond the terminologies used in the 
claims with the ones used in the specification, for examples, first index, second index, 
first group of information items, second group of information items, first entity, second 
entity, first information items, etc. Applicants are further requested to identify each of the 
steps recited in independent claim 1 in the drawings and the corresponding description 
in the specification. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-11, 13-33 and 36-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hawkins (IDS USP 6,000,000). 

Claims 12 and 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hawkins (IDS USP 6,000,000) in view of Chase (5,975,238). 

Details of the rejections have already been set forth in the last Office action. The 
details are incorporated herein by reference thereto. Claim 1 is newly recited that the 
method can be used to synchronized data with not just a second computer but with 
other computers also. The method taught by Hawkins is not just for two unique 
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computers. The same method of Hawkins can be used to synchronize data between 
any two other computers, for examples, A with B. A with C or C with B, etc. The data 
can be of any groups such as appointments, calendar and address book. etc. 
Claim 1 

In the communication filed on January 12, 2004, Applicants contend that the 
method recited in claim 1 allow different groups of the data to be kept synchronized with 
different bodies of data on different computers and it also allows the same information 
item to belong to multiple different groups of information items that are synchronized 
with data on different computers. A careful analysis of claim 1 shows the steps used to 
synchronize data between the first computer and the second computer are no different 
from the steps between other computers. They are just repetitive steps. As explained in 
the rejection above, the Steps of Hawkins can be used to synchronize data between 
other computers. The claims broadly recite selecting, signaling, identifying target group 
and synchronizing steps. Those steps are inherent (essential steps) in data 
synchronizing. No inventive concept is seen with respect to Hawkins. 

Claim 22 

Data synchronization means that data of the same kind or group are properly 
merged. For example addresses of individuals are merged in address book and 
appointments are merged in calendar or appointment book and fax number of an 
individual is merged with his office or home telephone record. Hawkins is capable of 
merging files of different applications. The merging is started with identifying the right 
file. 
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Claim 36 

Claim 36 is not more detail than claims 22 or 1 . 



